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Agenda 

• Roundtable introductions & activities in the SW 

• Planning: policy, decisions, intelligence & support 

– Cheryl Hiles, Regen SW 

– Adrian Lea, Cornwall Council 

– Discussion 

• Planning: progress and the impact of localism 

– Progress in the SW, Regen SW annual survey 

– Communities for Renewables;  Regen SW’s strategic response 
to localism 

– Questions 

• Close 



Planning 

• Policy or politics? 

 

• No PPS or RSS 

• Policy void 

• Positive strategy required 

• Community led initiatives 

 

• Areas of search! 



Working with decision makers 

• Evidence base development 

• Officer training 

• Policy responses 

• Application monitoring 

• Member training 

• Councillor network 

 



Data and intelligence 
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 “Please note that this guidance document 
has been adopted by Torridge District 
Council but it does not constitute a 
Development Plan Document nor is it a 
Supplementary Planning Document and 
therefore it does not hold any formal 
planning policy or statutory development 
plan status. One of the main aims of the 
document is to provide an engagement 
tool between the relevant parties. It is 
hoped that the guidance will result in 
applicants and/or developers approaching 
the Council at the earliest  opportunity in 
order to set up discussions between the 
relevant stakeholders and to ensure that 
all issues are addressed before an 
application is put forward. The document 
has also been provided as an informal 
guidance document for Torridge District 
Council staff.” 

Torridge District Council 
Wind Energy Policy 

Policies 



Decisions 

 Silton, Dorset   

 Appeal Submitted - 19 September 2011 

 “We have submitted an appeal for the 
refusal of our wind park near Silton that 
would make green energy for thousands of 
homes, as the latest report shows that 
Dorset still has one of the poorest records 
on green energy in Britain. 
  
Despite being twice recommended for 
approval by its own planning officers, North 
Dorset District Council’s planning 
committee turned down our plans for just 
four windmills at a meeting in March, 
leaving Dorset as one of the last counties in 
England still to have no large-scale working 
windmills at all.” Ecotricity 

 



Local authority membership 

• Policy updates 

• Market intelligence 

• Access to national policy makers 

• Industry contacts  

• Strategy for economic development 

• Support on financing renewable 
energy 

• Support for community renewables 

• Support  on communicating with 
the public 



Business Membership 

• Meet the buyer 
opportunities / introductions 

• Market insights & policy 
responses 

• SW industry voice 

• Enhanced business profile 

• Your views 

 

 

 



Cornwall Council:  
a proactive example 





Communities for Renewables 

• Localism rules 

• What about legally binding 
targets? 

• Strong community interest 

• Real issues 
Ownership and 

risk 

Developer led model 

Community planning model 



www.communities4renewables.co.uk  



Communities for Renewables:  
Support Programme 

European funding: 

• 2011-2015 

• Community support 

• Community events 

• Work with consultees 

• Lobbying case studies 

• Communications 

 

• Needs sponsorship match funding 



Communities for Renewables:  
Community development 

Our approach: 

• Work with communities, local authorities and statutory consultees 

• Bring development experts to proactive ambitious community energy 
groups to help them achieve their goals  

• Assist networking and learning between community energy initiatives 

• Help communities generate income through part ownership of projects  

• Attract investment to fund community driven projects by offering a 
portfolio of community projects to investors 

• Transparent, ‘open book’ approach   

• Independent, not for profit, CIC   
 



Questions? 
 


