
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the October 2013 edition of the Regen Community Energy Newsletter. Its 

been a busy few months supporting communities in the SW with energy projects, working 

with businesses to improve their community engagement, and influencing government 

policy. This newsletter contains a snapshot of some of the great community energy 

projects going on in the SW now, as well as some funding, policy and events updates. 
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Keeping you informed about developments across the Community Energy Group Network 

 

South Brent turbine installation 

Congratulations to South Brent Community Energy Society who have installed their very 

own 225 kW wind turbine which started generating electricity on the 5 September. They 

raised a staggering £430,000 of investment; mainly from local people who can expect to 

get around 7% return on their investment. As well as reducing carbon emissions, 

additional profit will go into a community benefit fund to be spent on projects addressing 

energy efficiency and fuel poverty and benefit.  

 

“We hope that what we have achieved here will inspire other community and cooperative 

enterprises, whether they are generating power, marketing food or reopening a local 

shop.” 

The Society’s secretary, Edward Chapman. 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=9d8ad9f0e5&e=906014effa


 

 

 

Fowey community wind turbine needs you  

Fowey Renewable Energy Enterprise (FREE) is calling for the Community Energy Group 

Network to support their planning re-application for a single 24m community-owned 50-

80 Kw wind turbine at Upper Penhale. You can support the application by registering and 

writing a short supporting statement  on the Cornwall Council planning portal here, or 

email planning@cornwall.gov.uk. Please reference 'PA13/06802 - Endurance turbine 

community owned'.   

 

  

TRESOC community wind farm update 

South Hams District Council turned down the planning application for two 100m turbines 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=7c5c0fd639&e=906014effa
mailto:planning@cornwall.gov.uk


 

in February. Totnes Renewable Energy Society’s (TRESOC) commercial partner, Infinergy 

completed a feasibility study for a 77m turbine in a new location that would have been 

more acceptable on landscape grounds and addressed objections to the size. However, 

they have pulled out because the cost and risk of the appeal and potential inquiry are too 

great. The TRESOC Board and a majority of its members are keen to support an appeal, or 

an application for a smaller turbine, but will not be moving forward unless a new partner 

can be found.       

  

Check out the TRESOC Blog here. 

Fantastic opportunity for community ownership of M48 wind farm 

Bristol Energy Cooperative (BEC) are working in partnership with REG Windpower who 

have agreed to sell 2 wind turbines to the community if built. A decision on the planning 

application is likely to be made this month. BEC organised some local drop-in sessions 

where people could find out more about community-owned renewable energy in general, 

and the M48 project. REG Windpower has pledged to use local firms where possible to 

build the wind farm. This would mean work for construction, haulage, steel fabrication, 

electrics, fencing, security and accommodation businesses. 

  

“We set up BEC to help grow local sustainable energy supplies and make the benefits of 

green energy available to all. Last year we ran a community share offer for solar panels 

which was over-subscribed. Investing in a wind farm would be a great next step. It’s a very 

efficient technology, and the wind farm would generate enough electricity to power 

between 2,800 and 3,100 homes in an average year.” Andy O’Brien, Bristol Energy 

Cooperative 

 

Wedmore Community Power Co-operative 

Shares went on sale in the new Wedmore Community Power Co-operative in June. The co-

operative has been set up by local people to generate clean electricity from two paddocks 

of solar panels just outside the village. The main share offer seeks to raise £800,000 by the 

26 October 2013 to fund construction.  So far nearly £470,000 of the main share offer has 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=501bbe37b9&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=c699e9efe2&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=0ac526763b&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=441071ca8b&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=cf8092b462&e=906014effa


 

been raised through 118 members. Investors will qualify for 30% tax relief under the 

government’s Enterprise Investment Scheme. 

  

Sid Valley Energy Action Group (SVEAG) plans to grow 

SVEAG have been active in Sidmouth since 2008, organising events and projects like the 

Alternative Energy Vehicle show. The group now has plans to grow, aiming to provide an 

economic benefit for Sidmouth to save and generate local energy. They are setting up an 

Industrial Provident Society for the benefit of the community and grant money is being 

sought for feasibility studies. The concept for the new community energy society, named 

Sidenergy, is due to be launched 14 November 2013 at Sidmouth Observatory. 

 

Wadebridge Energy Futures 

Wadebridge residents have given a resounding thumbs up to their town recapturing the 

innovative spirit of earlier years. The Wadebridge Energy Futures exhibition explored the 

town’s extraordinary past as a centre of internationally significant engineering innovation, 

and offered the prospect of again being at the cutting edge. This time with smart energy 

and communications rather than steam and steel. People in Wadebride want to own more 

energy generation projects, want to lead the way in developing smart grid and energy 

storage, whilst making sure that everyone, including the most vulnerable, benefit from 

these technologies. 

 

Osney Community Hyrdo Scheme, Oxford 

A hydro project to generate electricity at a weir on the Thames in Oxford has now 

generated nearly £550,000 in pledges, from an original target of £250,000. The group has 

been granted planning permission for a 49 kW archimedes screw on the small island 

adjacent to Osney Lock in Oxford (below). Planning permission has also been granted for a 

7.75 kW solar array to maximize the generation capacity of the development.  

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=d34f2c0395&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=ab6eaeb04a&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=31bd58ee79&e=906014effa


 

  

 

 

 

South west has 

over 1GW of 

renewable 

energy 
 

 

We are pleased to announce Regen SW has published the annual Renewable Energy 

Progress Report supported by the University of Exeter and South West Water. 

  

The south west now has over 1 GW of renewable energy capacity supplying 7.3 per cent 

of our electricity. This is up from 714 MW last year.  The report shows solar has been the 

dominant technology for the past two years, but renewable heat is also seeing strong 

growth. 

  

This is an important time for community energy as it becomes increasingly popular. Last 

year there were around 50 community energy groups in the SW, this year there are 179 

who have joined our network, and we have significantly increased our support to respond 

to the need.  

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=f81e1a57a6&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=f81e1a57a6&e=906014effa


 

 

Pioneering community projects are 

generating energy and reaping the 

rewards, and DECC is preparing the 

ground for the first Community Energy 

Strategy. Public support is becoming even 

more crucial to the success of commercial 

renewable energy projects, and 

developers are taking communities more 

seriously as a result.   

 

 

 

 

Case studies 

 

We want to promote positive action from local communities, so we'll be continuing to 

publish case studies in our newsletters. We want to tell your stories because it's these 

positive activities that the government need to hear. We have already published several 

on our website, and these can be found on our inspiring communities page. We will use 

these in our presentations, at our events and will be sending these to DECC as 

appropriate, as part of our lobbying programme to support community energy.  

  

In this edition of the newsletter we will be focusing on Bristol Green Doors who have held 

four successful events in the Bristol area, with over 80 householders and more than 5,000 

people taking part. The group hopes to expand the number and variety of households it 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=34f0936439&e=906014effa


 

works with and also mentor other open homes events the south west.  

To view the case study as a PDF, click here. 

 

 

 

Events 

 

Community Energy Group Network 

We are awaiting the Community Energy Strategy from DECC (which is likely to be 

published in December) before planning our next event. If anyone in the network would 

like to host an event or meet up for a social before the new year please let us know. 

Alternatively we hope to see some of you at Green Drinks in Exeter on Wednesday 20 

November from 6.30pm at The Imperial, New North Road, Exeter, or at Christmas Green 

Drinks on Wednesday 18 December.  

 

Are you Ready for Retrofit? 16 October, Barnstaple 

Find out about how to access renewable energy and energy efficiency retrofit 

opportunities in North Devon. Find out more here. 

  

Pro-Renewables Rally, 19 October, Truro  

Community energy groups in Cornwall are seeking support for a pro-renewables rally in 

Truro on the 19 October. The meeting point is 10.45am at High Cross square in front of 

Truro cathedral for photographs at 11am. 

  

Wadebridge Energy Futures, 19-25 October, Trelawney Garden Centre 

Following on from the success of WREN’s Energy Futures event in September, they are 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=353b3b8bf4&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=ff68a3fff4&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=c066a45b2c&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=c066a45b2c&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=be0a1549df&e=906014effa


planning to run another exhibition. The exhibition will illustrate how Wadebridge 

successfully managed its energy needs through historical innovation and ingenuity, and 

how this is once again possible. 

  

University of Exeter’s Community Energy Workshop, 30 October, Falmouth 

This workshop at the Penryn campus will explore research priorities, challenges and 

opportunities around the development of community energy production and energy 

efficiency. Click here for more information. 

  

Green Energy Awards and ACE Awards, 26 November, Bath 

Our Green Energy Awards celebrate the inspiring projects and people driving forward 

renewables. We have an award for Best Community Initiative and South West Sustainable 

Energy Champion. Nominations are now closed so best of luck to those shortlisted. Those 

competing for Best Community Initiative are: Bristol Green Doors, Resilient Energy Great 

Dunkilns, Streets of Solar, and South Brent. This year the winner of Best Community 

Initiative will also win the UK ACE Award, and be put forward for an international ACE 

Award next year. To find out more please visit our website. 

 

Back to the Future, 14 November 7pm, Sidmouth Observatory 

Under the theme of going Back to the Future, SVEAG will explore how energy used to be 

produced locally in the Sid Valley and discuss the benefits of achieving this again. At the 

event, SVEAG are launching their community energy society, Sidenergy, and Open Homes 

programme. 

Past Events 
Community Energy Group Network - Funding events, 27 August 

Presentations available here.  

 

Community Energy Group Network - Policy event, 7 June  

Presentations available here. 

 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=1acf199ba8&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=cfaaaba62f&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=2c08546868&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=a8715e8974&e=906014effa


 

Renewable Energy Marketplace 

This year we gave away 56 free community places to Renewable Energy Marketplace 

(REM) in Exeter and Bournemouth. There were 12 training workshops for community 

energy groups included engaging the media, myth busting and visual minutes for creative 

communication. Information on the REM 2014 can be found here.  

 

 

 

 

Visual minutes from REM community training events 

  

"I really enjoyed the talks and it was great to hear from other communities doing 

innovative work, as well as speak to a range of renewable energy companies about our 

projects." Mary Popham, Transition Town Totnes  

 

We also hosted an action planning workshop for community energy groups in South 

Gloucestershire in May, ran a workshop on creative community engagement at Bristol Big 

Green Week in June, and were involved in community energy workshops at 

the Green Cornwall Show and Royal Cornwall Show in June.   

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=7efc63b4ec&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=f781d14c56&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=4fcff6e398&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=ce9ccbb2e1&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=ce9ccbb2e1&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=a6ba89b606&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=0527ca3b55&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=e7ae79f4e5&e=906014effa


 

 

 

Policy updates 

 

 

Regen have been influencing government policy on renewables for over 10 years. We've 

been busy this year gathering evidence from community energy groups and making 

recommendations to  DECC to ensure future strategy recognise the potential for 

community energy to have a massive impact on national energy security and supply. 

Regen are part of the Community Energy Coalition, and sit on the DECC stakeholder 

advisory group for community engagement and benefit from onshore wind. We will 

continue to make recommendations to government that encourage a thriving renewables 

sector where industry engage effectively with communities to increase renewable energy 

generation and create local jobs. As always, we welcome your views.  

Response to the Community Energy call for evidence  

You can view Regen's response here and Communities for Renewables CIC response here. 

Thank you to Sid Valley Energy Action and South Brent Community Energy Society 

for submitting information as well as all of you who shared your views at the Community 

Energy Group Network meeting in June. We recommended that the Community Energy 

Strategy recognises the significant opportunity for community energy to unlock resources, 

which would otherwise not be harnessed by commercial developers. There should be less 

focus on quantifying the benefits of community energy and more recognition of 

communities as an essential part of the delivery of mainstream renewables. We also 

called for: 

 local authorities to support of local groups  

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=22e4f194e5&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=f850af6248&e=906014effa


 

 clearer and more positive planning policies 

 guidance on engagement 

 retained tax incentives (Enterprise Investment Scheme) 

 slower FiT degression to allow community projects more 

 register of community benefit to include solar and other technologies, not just 

wind 

 

Community Energy Coalition 

In response to our Manifesto launch with Ed Davey in October, he invited the Community 

Energy Coalition and the DECC Community Energy Contact Group to meet with him and 

his officials to help shape the Call for Evidence for the Community Energy Strategy which 

was open May – August. Ed Davey and the team from DECC writing the strategy came to 

visit a number of community energy projects in the SW earlier this year as a result.  

 

Onshore wind community engagement and benefit 

In June the government set out plans for increasing community engagement and benefit 

from wind farms. You can find the full document here. The measures are designed to 

improve engagement and collaboration between developers, communities and local 

authorities; to help make onshore wind developments more acceptable to local 

communities; and address particular concerns raised through recent calls for evidence 

regarding the local environmental impacts of wind developments. Regen sits on DECC's 

Stakeholder Advisory Group and has had extensive input on how to build a productive 

relationship between wind energy developers and communities. We are pleased some of 

our recommendations have been accepted and are working closely with partners to 

ensure communities benefit from local projects in the south west.  

The key measures proposed by government are: 

 Compulsory pre-application community consultation, before developers submit 

planning applications. 

 Increase in recommended community benefit funds from £1,000 per MW to 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=661d4f61e3&e=906014effa


 

£5,000 MW of installed capacity per year for the lifetime of the wind farm. 

 Create an evidence toolkit of clear and reliable evidence on the impacts and a 

series of local authority seminars. This is something that Regen has been 

requesting for some time. 

 Guidance and monitoring good practice including a community benefit register. 

These are to be expected early next year. 

 Community ownership and buy-in to be encouraged by the Community Energy 

Strategy. 

 Local economic benefit guidance to enhance supply-chain opportunities. 

 

Challenging local policy which would prevent wind turbines 

Our director, Cheryl Hiles, gave evidence in June to support The Wiltshire Clean Energy 

Alliance at the planning inspector’s examination in public for Wiltshire’s core strategy. The 

proposed strategy would have prevented any medium-scale wind developments in 

Wiltshire and was an important test case for wind turbine separation distances nationally. 

Cheryl gave evidence showing the policy was not positively prepared or based on sound 

evidence. Policies have now been modified and are back out for consultation.   

 

New recommendations on local energy from the Energy and Climate Change Committee 

The Parliamentary Energy and Climate Change Committee have published their report on 

the recent Local Energy Inquiry. Regen SW gave written and oral evidence to this inquiry 

and we're pleased the report supports some of our recommendations. Report 

recommendations include:  

 

 option for a local stake in new renewable energy projects 

 planning policies need to incorporate carbon reduction 

 government need to ensure local energy renewables have "priority access" to the 

grid  

 government should encourage and incentivise 10-50 MW projects  

The drive to deliver community energy in terms of scale and benefits clearly continues 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=8dd8e23e10&e=906014effa


 

with potential opportunities and implications for industry, local government and 

communities. Government must now respond to the committee's recommendations and 

we expect to see some of the points picked up in the forthcoming Community Energy 

Strategy due by the end of the year. 

 

DECC doubles support for homeowners from the Renewable Heat Premium Payment 

scheme and introduces links to Green Deal 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change announced substantial increases to the 

level of support homeowners can apply for when installing renewable heat technologies 

in June. The Renewable Heat Premium Payment Scheme (RHPP) has supported some 

10,000 domestic installations of renewable heat technologies since its launch in 2011 and 

was recently extended to 31 March 2014. 

 

The RHPP is a voucher scheme designed to help homeowners overcome the difference in 

capital cost between fossil fuel based and renewable heating technologies, as well as pay 

for a green deal assessment. Find out more here. 

 

Zero carbon build standard 

More than a quarter of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions originate from homes and from 

2016 all new homes will have to meet a ‘zero carbon build standard.’ Set out by DECC, 

some ‘allowable solutions’ are expected to be permitted where zero carbon can’t be 

achieved on site after all efforts have been made to do so. 

 

The DECC report on allowable solutions says that “a local connection between Allowable 

Solutions projects and the developments which are supporting them, can promote and 

encourage greater understanding of, and ownership by local communities, [of] 

opportunities to reduce carbon."  There is likely to be a strong connection between 

allowable solutions and the Community Infrastructure Levy (used to be Section 

106).  Allowable solutions off‐site contributions can potentially go to supporting local 

community energy initiatives and so it’s important for communities to feed into the 

consultation on allowable solutions debate here.  

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=a4a41d4de7&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=16ea7b0433&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=6b5f4e04b7&e=906014effa


 

 

 

 

 

Funding 

 

   

 

£15m Rural Community Energy Fund  

Rural communities who want to generate their own clean energy are now able to 

apply to the £15m Rural Community Energy Fund (RCEF). This is specifically designed 

to help rural communities access money needed to carry out feasibility studies into 

renewable energy projects and fund costs associated with applying for planning 

permission. The funding can be used to support rural renewable and low carbon 

projects including wind, solar, biomass, heat pumps, anaerobic digestion, gas 

Combined Heat and Power and hydro. 

Cornwall Council £1 million loan fund to help community energy groups 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=7fa7e6bff6&e=906014effa


 

As initial construction costs for renewable energy schemes are high, but pay for 

themselves over a short period of time, the Revolving Loan Fund aims to provide 

groups with access to capital funds. The council’s Green Cornwall Programme has 

made a loan facility available to The Low Carbon Society (TLCS) who will then make 

council approved loans to applicant community groups. Working in partnership with 

Kabin and Community Energy Plus, The Low Carbon Society has been working with the 

council to develop a viable and sustainable fund - the first of its kind for a local 

authority.  

 

Other funding available includes:  

 Communities for Renewables CIC 

              -   at risk finance and comprehensive project support  

 FSE Community Generation Fund 

              -   at risk finance for community energy groups  

 Pure Leapfrog 

              -   offer funding and professional support for projects with planning permission  

 Open homes 

 The Big Energy Saving Network 

… as well as co-operative models and crowd funding! 

 

 

 

Contact us 

 

http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=9e234268da&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=6c8dd62121&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=f28ed6c72c&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=0da6ff7ab3&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=3cd4dd99a0&e=906014effa
http://regensw.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=087cfaf09896aa1f0e6c03ffd&id=84c3e20f1c&e=906014effa


 

 

Josie Ashe has now left Regen to join Exeter 

University. A big thank you to Josie for all 

her hard work at Regen over the past four 

years and good luck with the new job! 

  

We are pleased to welcome Joel Venn to 

the team. Joel will be working on the south 

west renewable energy progress report and 

supporting the onshore team.  
 

 

We are always interested in your news. If you would like to join Regen’s community support 

programme, receive updates on policy, events and funding, or need specific support with your 

projects please get in touch with Jodie. We are part funded by our European project ACE. 
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