
 

 

 

Case Study  

Marley Thatch Solar Farm  

Multi-purpose land use solar farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Lightsource Renewable Energy worked closely with landowners Richard and John Buckpitt to 

ensure the designs of the solar installation would integrate within the primary use of the 

farmland, which was for sheep grazing. Richard and John Buckpitt rent 39 acres of their farm 

to Lightsource Renewable Energy for the generation of solar power and this method of 

farmland diversification enables over 600 sheep to graze around the solar panels. 

 

WHERE IN THE REGION 

South Brent Devon 

 

DATES WORK CARRIED OUT 

June 2012 Planning permission secured 

October 2012 Construction commenced 

March 2013 Construction Completed  

 

KEY MESSAGES 

 Farmland diversification enables sheep grazing alongside solar power generation 

 At peak performance, the solar farm generates enough electricity to power over 2,000 

local households 

 The solar farm infrastructure only occupies 30% of the rented land area 

  Richard and John Buckpitt did not have to reduce the number of sheep grazing on 

their land 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FULL STORY 

 

Background 

Richard Buckpitt and John Buckpitt, the landowners, had been looking to diversify his farm’s 

income and given the land they had available, renewable energy seemed like an ideal option. 

They were introduced to the concept of a solar farm through press releases and articles in 

farm magazines. Upon further investigations, they realised the generation of solar power is 

passive and will allow dual use of the land, enabling them to graze the same number of sheep 

on the land once the solar farm was installed. The lease agreement with Lightsource 

Renewable Energy will provide a small portion of predictable, guaranteed income for 25 years, 

giving them the peace of mind and income security to invest back into their farming activities 

and continue to grow the business. 

 

How the project works 

The Buckpitts lease 39 acres of their land to Lightsource Renewable Energy. This provides a 

good return for their land, in terms of a secure and guaranteed rental for 25 years, without any 

of the financial risk or responsibility of the solar farm installation and management. 

Both Lightsource and the Buckpitts want to ensure that the land, although not prime 

agricultural land for crops, does not lose its natural ecological state. Solar farms are an ideal 

option, as they are mounted onto steel frames fixed into the ground with no requirement for 

concreting. This ensures the land can easily be returned to its natural state at any time. 

Additionally the mounted panels used in this development allow for multi-purpose land use; for 

the solar panels and for sheep grazing. This dual-land use was vital to the project, with ‘sheep 

safety’ precautions built into the design of the solar farm.  

Lightsource conducts studies and monitors the ecology of the solar farm, and will continue to 

do so throughout the whole project. Following the 25 year rental period of this project, 

Lightsource will ensure the solar farm is removed and the land is restored back to its original 

state. 

The solar energy produced on the farm is fed into the grid, where it is distributed at the closest 

point of consumption fist. This results in a significantly lower carbon footprint of the local 

community during the daytime. Additionally Lightsource has a 10 year community benefit 

agreement with South Brent Parish Council (SBPC), ensuring that the local community 

benefits financially from the solar farm. SBPC receives an annual fund as a direct result of the 

Marley Thatch Solar Farm from which local community groups, organisations or individuals 

can apply for funding, on any projects for charitable, educational, environmental or amenity-

related purposes.  

 

Quotes 

“My message to local communities on solar farms is to look at the bigger picture. Okay solar 

farms may not be the prettiest thing on the environment, but look at the alternative; nuclear 

power stations, more massive pylon cables coming down through from the coast where they 

build them. Whereas if you look at solar, it’s sustainable, from the sunshine and in 25 years 

time when the technology has moved on and it’s not wanted, it’s only been pile driven in the 

ground.  



 

 

There’s no concrete in these legs, it can be pulled up and land returned fully to agricultural 

use. So it’s not going to be there to be decommissioned in 50 years time for our grandchildren, 

it’s non toxic, non hazardous, harmless and hopefully will do us the world of good in 

generation of energy.” 

Richard Buckpitt, landowner 

 

What can be learned 

Luckily no issues were encountered during planning, construction or upon completion. Solar 

farms provide a passive way to generate clean electricity whilst not negatively impacting the 

ground it sits on. As there are no moving parts and the panels do not make any noise, solar 

farms are great options for farmland diversification, like grazing of small livestock such as 

chickens or sheep, as has been done at Marley Thatch. 

 

The next step 

As the owner and operator of Marley Thatch Solar Farm, Lightsource will continue to manage 

the solar farm. They are currently monitoring the ecological benefits of the solar farm and are 

hoping to release a study highlighting theses benefits. This will encourage further large-scale 

solar PV developments, and hopefully reduce environmental concern as so far results have 

shown that solar farms promote biodiversity.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Marley Thatch Solar Farm is a great example of how land owners can diversify their land use 

into renewable energy with minimal disruption to their regular business. The installation of the 

solar farm does not change the grade status of the land, therefore, at the end of the life of the 

solar farm, the land would be as it was in the beginning when the plant is dismantled. Marley 

Thatch Solar Farm is just one of Lightsource’s vast solar portfolio and encouraging land 

diversification, such as grazing is integral to Lightsource’s management policy ensuring that 

the rented land is used to its fullest potential.  

 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

 27,924 panels over five fields on 15.4 hectares 

 6.3 MW capacity, enough to power 2,000 UK households 

 3493 tonnes of carbon saved per year compared to generation through conventional 

power stations 

 Carbon savings equivalent to taking 776 large family cars off the road 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Liza Gray – Lightsource Renewable Energy  

Sam Carlsson – Intern, Regen SW 

LINKS 

http://www.lightsource-re.co.uk/assets/case-studies/marley-thatch-solar-farm-6-3mw/ 

http://www.lightsource-re.co.uk/assets/case-studies/marley-thatch-solar-farm-6-3mw/

